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Thank you for providing this excellent forum for my 
first speaking engagement as Secretary of the Interior. I 
am happy for the opportunity to address this gathering of North 
America's leading conservationists and authorities on fish 
nd wildlife. 


a 


Two months ago today I was confirmed by the Senate 


anc sworn in at the White House. Since that time I have been 
immersed in the intricacies of reshaping the Department and 
enmeshed in discussions with congressional committees. During 
these two months I have made some major changes in the policies 
of the Department. 


These actions have caused tremors in some segments 
of the conservation community. But let there be no mistaken 
Views, this AdminiStration will be in the mainstream of the : 
conservation-environmental movement of America. Our management 
will be made up of real professionals. 


Meme Op ewOscnticials in the fish and wildlife. areas 
of the Reagan Administration will be professional wildlife 
Managers with experience as the chief executive officers of 
Seete isi ane ewildilite programs. . In. addition, we. of the Reagan 
Administration have a proven and highly respected professional 
to head the National Park Service. 


Today I want to share with you some of my views on 
conservation. I want to give you some of the reasoning for 
the actions which I have taken and will be taking. 


Deeper ree tolr SOli0 Colcnesstones in this Administration's 
Conservation policy: 
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are cutting out all State grants under the Land 


and Water Conservation Fund and limiting Federal acquisition 
expenditures to $45 million -- and only for emergencies. We 
believe a qcood steward learns to take care of what he has before 
he takes on additional responsibilities. Where park expansion 
is critically needed, we will seek to work out exchanges of 

land with existing owners. 


Throughout the Department there has been a severe belt 
tagntening. 


we have looxed at all programs; we'.have put many on 


Some of these programs will come off the shelf in better 
economic times. 

we believe we have used wisdom in making these decisions. 
Congress has the final responsibility. 


Moving on to the second cornerstone of conservation 
policy -- the need for accelerated economic development on 
the public lands, especially for energy and strategic minerals. 


1 esperately in need of a national minerals 
policy which enab us to develop our own resources so that 
we will not be de ert upon imports from nations which could 
Sit Olt Supplies at any time or which could bankrupt us.° Our 
national security and our economic well-being are both at stake 
because we have neglected the development of a meaningful minerals 
policy. This Administration will take action to safeguard 
pue Watlion. 


ide (er 


I am making adjustments in policy to see that we have 
orderly exploration and development of needed energy and other 
mineral resources. We will do this in conSultation with the 
States, with local governments, and with private landowners 
who would be impacted. And we will do it with full regard 
for. the fish, wilolifte and cther natiral values. 


: If orderly development of our energy resources with 
proper environmental safeguards is not allowed, economic, political, 
Or social pressures could force the Federal Government to order 
a crash program under crisis conditions to develop the energy 
resources. if this were’ to cccur, the destruction of our fragile 
ecological system could be experienced -- particularly in-my 
native West. 


The third principle I listed at the outset is an orientation 
toward people. 


This Administration will be a good neighbor to the 
users of public Langs ana to the States. On all fronts we 
will be removing unneeded regulations and policies which have 
irritated people not only in the West but all over this country. 
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At the same time, we understand fully that there must 
be management which will assure that our use and enjoyment 
Geepalkic, TeLuces," Secarorce ond: Ollel ales ooes Not inyitself 
destroy them. Te will not throw the aates onen Petee we Bore 


OU c 












Tires Adminietpation has sche confidence that our country 
has the expertise and the self-discipline to manage our resources 
properly. 


We believe that the key to conservation is management. 


Conservation issnmet the “blind «locking away ‘of huge 
areaS ana their resources because of emotional appeals. 


Man has altered nature. He must now provide a balance 
in the use of Nature's provisions. It is an awesome responsibility 
ana one we cannot shirk. 


Wildlife and resources managers must be allowed to 
manage by the best scientific knowledge available and not be 
Geterred from their task by emotionalism. 


_ In this Administration we will be looking more and 
more tO user groups to help pay the bill for this management. 
The Pittman-Robertson and the Dingell-Johnson programs have 
been great. Now there is some sentiment for expansion, and 
I applaud that possibility. 


On the international front, we will be careful not 
to make agreements which. are detrimental to State and Federal 
Leon and wildlife programs. 





We are retargeting our effort in the Endangered Species 
Program so that we can try to help species recover rather than 
compiling: endless lists of those which are endangered or threatened. 
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Theseware some or the ections which -we have taken in 
these past two months, and some of the thinking behind our 
actions: 
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